Sermon. JULY 23, 2023

(continued)

Sermon Notes.

Prayer?

Please list your prayer requests

"Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them! He shall
not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in
the gate.” Psalm 127:5

with detailed information of Speaker: Buster Brown, Senior Pastor

people in need. Thank you! Message: Happiness/Strength for the Journey of Life

Text: Psalm 84:1-7 "Blessed is the one who listens to me, watching daily at my

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com
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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL
CONNECT CARD

-

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

prayer@eastcooperbaptist.com

“THow lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 2My soul
longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and
flesh sing for joy to the living God. 3Even the sparrow finds
a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may
lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and
my God. *Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever
singing your praise! Selah

*Blessed are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart
are the highways to Zion. °As they go through the Valley

of Baca they make it a place of springs; the early rain also
covers it with pools. "They go from strength to strength;
each one appears before God in Zion." Psalm 84:1-7

The Christian life is seen as a journey or pilgrimage. In
the pilgrimage, we recognize we live in the “already but
not yet” of the kingdom of God. We experience joy and
sorrow, fulfillment and frustration in a less-than-perfect
world, realizing that eternal joy awaits.

“The settled happiness and security which we all desire, God
withholds from us by the very nature of the world: but joy,
pleasure, and merriment He has scattered broadcast. We
are never safe, but we have plenty of fun, and some ecstasy.
It is not hard to see why. The security we crave would teach
us to rest our hearts in this world and oppose an obstacle
to our return to God: a few moments of happy love, a
landscape, a symphony, a merry meeting with friends, a
bathe or a football match, have no such tendency. Our
Father refreshes us on the journey with some pleasant inns,
but will not encourage us to mistake them for home.”

C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain

1. We experience strength in the journey: as we
understand and rejoice in our “blessedness.”

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the
wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the
seat of scoffers;” Psalm 1:1

"Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take
refuge in him." Psalm 2:12

"Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose
sin is covered. Blessed is the man against whom the Lord

counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.”
Psalm 32:1-2

"Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the
man who takes refuge in him!" Psalm 34:8

"Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell

in your courts! We shall be satisfied with the goodness of
your house, the holiness of your temple!" Psalm 65:4

(continued >>)

gates, waiting beside my doors." Proverbs 8:34

"Blessed is the one who fears the Lord always, but
whoever hardens his heart will fall into calamity.”
Proverbs 28:14

The expression, "union with Christ" refers to the
believers' solidarity or association with Christ, by
the Holy Spirit and through faith, by virtue of which
believers partake of his saving benefits. This union
extends from eternity to eternity.

. Believers on pilgrimage have hearts that serve as a
highway to Zion (glad worship).

. As pilgrims go through life, they make the difficult
places a place of springs. Those who are refreshed by
the Holy Spirit refresh others. “The Valley of Baca” is
a place of desolation and weeping.

. These pilgrims go from strength to strength. Those
who are refreshed find new and ongoing strength
from Jesus.

“Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on
the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield
no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no
herd in the stalls, yet | will rejoice in the Lord; | will take joy
in the God of my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength;
he makes my feet like the deer's; he makes me tread on
my high places.” Habakkuk 3:17-19

APPLICATIONS:

1. The desire for fulfillment and ultimate satisfaction is
the heart cry of every person. Ultimate satisfaction is
found only in Christ.

. The importance of rejoicing (which involves singing).

. All people have emotional highways that determine
our perspective and responses.

. Those of pilgrimage experience profound sorrow but
the sorrows do not overwhelm.

. The Holy Spirit gives fresh anointing/strength as we
run to Christ.

encourage you to share encouraging pieces of the sermon or
worship service on social media.

D Your mobile devices are welcome! After the service, we
Tag ECBC using #ecbccharleston.

Listen to sermons online at eastcooperbaptist.com/sermons
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1 \Welcome.

"
= LN - We're glad you are here to worship

i 1{_'!"_! with us. If you are new to East
1. % Cooper Baptist, we would love to
: a blue name-tag and let us answer
! any questions you may have.
; Thanks for being our guest.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Traditional Worship and Classes
Sanctuary 9:30am & 11:00am

Contemporary Worship and Classes
Worship Center 9:30am & 11:00am

meet you. Please stop anyone with

Ways to Give.

Giving is part of our worship to God. Through |
your faithful giving, God continues to change
lives here in our area and around the world.

Give in-person by dropping your giftinany |
giving box located throughout the church.

Give online by visiting our website at:
eastcooperbaptist.com/give.

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to
843-202-4848.

Get to Know.

Jonathan

Jellema

ELDER ON THE EQUIPPING TEAM

Jonathan surrendered his life to Jesus after years of living
alife based on his own good works and abilities. Atthe age
of 33, he realized that salvation was only found through
repentance and trustin Jesus. Jonathan began attending
ECBCin 2012 and has served in the Kids Ministry and as
a Sunday class teacher. He enjoys hanging out with his
wife and kids and anything outdoors.

The Institute.

Take A Class Routinely.

STARTS SEPTEMBER 13

- WHAT IS THE INSTITUTE? -
A semester-long, intensive discipleship class.

-WHO IS IT FOR? -

Those who want to immerse themselves in Scripture
and theology.

- WHY JOIN THE INSTITUTE? -

To lay a holistic biblical and theological foundation for
your life and equip you for ministry and leadership in
the local church.

- WHAT WILL THE CLASSES LOOK LIKE? -

Weekly classes will be a blend of lectures, small group
discussion, and Q&A's.

- WHEN DOES IT START? -

Wednesday nights, 6:30-8:00pm,
starting September 13 in B218-219.
Led by Leland Brown and Alan Wilson.

Join Today!

eastcooperbaptist.com/theinstitute
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361 Egypt Road * Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 - 843.856.3222

Upcoming.
SOUTHEAST

ASTA

ONE OF OUR MEMBERS WILL BE
GOING TO SOUTHEAST ASIA TO SERVE
WITH A TEAM FOR 10 MONTHS.

PRAY FOR
- An effective ministry to the people that she will be serving.

- Forming relationships with people there in order to better
share the gospel and advance the global Bible translation
movement.

-Wisdom and discernment as she seeks God's direction for
her future after her term.

TAKE A CLASS

We have classes coming
up for you to get involved
in: Parent Commissioning
is on August 6 and Family
Summit is on August 13 &
20. Membership Class will
begin September 10.

Classes.

Take A Class Routinely.

PLAN TO ATTEND.

eastcooperbaptist.com/classes

FOSTER & ADOPTION
PANEL

If you have been
considering participating
in foster care, adoption,
or are interested in other
ways you can serve and

impact vulnerable children,

join us in the gym for a Q&A
info session on August 13
after the second service.

PLAN TO ATTEND.

FOSTER
AND ADOPTION
PANEL

eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

SERVE IN KIDS MINISTRY

Every Sunday, the Kids
Ministry welcomes and
serves kids and their
families. This is made
possible because of our
volunteers. Sign up and
join our fun team of
volunteers.

SIGN UP TODAY!

s i 4
eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

Financial Update.

$ 5,694,366 (fiscal year:
$ 5,887,838 August 1, 2022-July 31, 2023)

Giving Year-to-date
Budget Required

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com
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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL

CONNECT CARD

Hello.

Please complete the perforated

section and take to the Welcome
Desk or place in any giving box
located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30am 11:00am

I am a first time guest

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

Mobile

Spouse Mobile

Email

Spouse Email

Preferred method of contact:
Call Text Email

Interested in the following:
Become a Christian
Join the Church
Meet with a Pastor

Subscribe to newsletter

Other



