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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get 
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL
CONNECT CARD

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

Prayer?
Please list your prayer requests 

with detailed information of 
people in need. Thank you!

prayer@eastcooperbaptist.com

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

(continued)

Listen to sermons online at eastcooperbaptist.com/sermons

The potential of drifting, which results in a hardened 
heart:

“The believer may, through the temptation of Satan, and of 
the world, the untamed corruption of indwelling sin, and 
the neglect of the means. of their preservation, can fall into 
grievous sins and continue in such a state for a time.  In this 
reality, they incur the Father’s displeasure, grieve the Holy 
Spirit, are deprived of their joys, happiness, and comfort, 
experience a hardened heart and a wounded conscience.  
They bring sorrow to other believers and temporal judgments 
upon themselves.”  Westminster Confession of Faith, 
Chapter 17-3

APPLICATIONS

1. Make your calling and election sure, and the joy of the 
assurance of your salvation.

2. Hardening of the heart happens by a refusal to 
listen to the Lord and His people. Coupled with 
the determined desire or a desire to drift into 
wretchedness/vomitous feasting state (2 Peter 2:22).

3. Sin is deceitful (fraud and trickery versus the glory and 
joy of the living God.)

“[Senior demon to a junior demon] God is a hedonist 
at heart. All those fasts and vigils and stakes and crosses 
are only a facade. Or only like foam on the seashore. Out 
at sea, in His sea, there is pleasure and more pleasure. 
He makes no secret of it; at His right hand are ‘pleasures 
forevermore’. (Psalm 16:11) UGH! I don't think He has the 
least inkling of that high and austere mystery to which we 
rise in the Miserifi c Vision… Everything has to be twisted 
before it's any use to us.”  C.S. Lewis, 
The Screwtape Letters, Letter 22  

4. We are to exhort one another day after day (come 
alongside to comfort, encourage, build, plead).

5. We are chiefl y concerned about two periods of time: 
"today" and "that day" (the revelation of Jesus Christ).

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. How does a believer drift into a wretched state?

2. Why is it important to center our exhortation in large 
part upon the reality of Christ and the call to follow 
Him and the understanding that eternity awaits?

3. “We need to be graphic in our description of sin because 
the Bible is graphic.” Agree/disagree?

4. Who are you exhorting and who is exhorting you?
What small group of exhorters have you 
linked with?

Sermon Notes.

(continued >>)

"12Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living 
God. 13But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness 
of sin. 14For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold 
our original confi dence fi rm to the end."  Hebrews 3:12-14

Because of the eternal signifi cance of the gospel, the Lord 
in mercy has called us to be a part of the church. Where 
we can be equipped, encouraged, challenged, corrected, 
built up, and live in relationship in such a way that we are 
sent out to adorn the gospel of Christ (Titus 2:10).

The maturation of the believer is carried out, in part, by the 
joy of being involved in relationships in the way of the Lord.

“The greatest need in modern civilization is the development 
of communities, true communities where the heart of God is 
home, where the humble and wise learn to shepherd those 
on the path behind them, where trusting strugglers lock 
arms with others as together they journey on.”   
Larry Crabb, Connecting

"There are two ways in which a practical moralist may 
attempt to displace from the human heart its love for the 
world — either by a demonstration of the world’s vanity, so 
that the heart shall be prevailed upon simply to withdraw its
regards from an object that is not worthy of it; or, by setting 
forth another object, even God, as more worthy of its 
attachment, so that the heart shall be prevailed upon not to 
resign an old aff ection, which shall have nothing to succeed 
it, but to exchange an old aff ection for a new one... From the 
constitution of our nature, the former method is altogether 
incompetent and ineff ectual, and the latter method will alone 
suffi  ce for the rescue and recovery of the heart from the 
wrong aff ection that domineers over it." Thomas Chalmers,
The Expulsive Power of a New Aff ection

• The assurance of salvation is a joyful reality in the   
   life of a believer. How can I continually “work out   
   my salvation with fear and trembling 
   (Philippians 2:12-13)?"

• Am I trusting in Jesus alone as the one who died  
  on the cross for my sins? As my substitute?

• Do I desire to be pleasing to God out of gratitude 
   for His tender mercies?

• Do I make life adjustments as I encounter the 
  living God in the scriptures? The sobering teaching 
  of Matthew 7:21-23.

Sermon Notes.
Speaker:   Buster Brown, Senior Pastor

Message:  Living Intentionally in a High Stakes Race

Text:          Hebrews 3:12-14
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eastcooperbaptist.com



Please complete the perforated 
section and take to the Welcome 
Desk or place in any giving box 

located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30am 11:00am

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

Mobile

Email

Preferred method of contact: 
Call Text Email

Interested in the following:

I am a fi rst time guest

Hello.

Spouse Mobile

Spouse Email

MOMO MOMODADA DADA YRYRYRYR

8.24.25

Become a Christian

Join the Church

Meet with a Pastor

Subscribe to newsletter

Other
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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get 
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL
CONNECT CARD

Upcoming.

Ways to Give.
Giving is part of our worship to God. Through 
your faithful giving, God continues to change 
lives here in our area and around the world. 

Give in-person by dropping your gift in any 
giving box located throughout the church. 

Give online by visiting our website at: 
eastcooperbaptist.com/give. 

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to 
843-202-4848.

We’re glad you are here to worship 
with us. If you are new to East 
Cooper Baptist, we would love to 
meet you. Please stop anyone with 
a name-tag and let us answer any 
questions you may have. Thanks 
for being our guest.

Welcome.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor 
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Get to Know.

Sean is from Chapin, SC. A faithful friend shared 
the gospel with Sean and invited him to a Campus 
Outreach retreat in college. It was there that the 
Lord opened Sean’s eyes to the reality of his sin and 
the free gift of grace in Jesus. He joined the ECBC 
staff  in 2023. Sean is married to Alex, and they have 
two children, Campbell and Merritt. In his free time, 
Sean enjoys game nights with his family.

GROUPS PASTOR ON STAFF

Sean
Alford

Next Week: Combined Worship
Sanctuary 9:30 & 11:00am

Overfl ow available in the ECBC Gym both hours.

eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

SERVE ON THE FOSTER 
CARE SUPPORT TEAM

This team comes alongside 
ECBC families who are 

fostering to help provide 
a meal, childcare, or other 
needs as they arise. There 

will also be opportunities to 
support families who have 

recently adopted.

SIGN UP TODAY.

eastcooperbaptist.com/events

COMBINED SERVICES
IN THE SANCTUARY

We will have combined 
services at 9:30 and 

11:00am in the Sanctuary 
on August 31. The Nursery 

and Preschool Hallways 
will be open. There will be 

no classes. Overfl ow 
will be available in 

the ECBC Gym.

SEE YOU THERE.

ANNUAL REVIEW

The 2024-2025 Annual 
Review is now available! 

Stop by the Welcome 
Center to pick one up 

today and see how the 
Lord has worked through 
the church in many ways.

ONE PER FAMILY.
eastcooperbaptist.com/annualreview

MEMBERS MEETING
&

FELLOWSHIP

MEMBERS MEETING 
& FELLOWSHIP

TONIGHT we will 
gather for a Members 

Meeting in the Sanctuary
 at 4:00pm followed by 
a time of Churchwide 

Fellowship from 
5:00-7:00pm. Please bring 
an appetizer or dessert!

SEE YOU THERE. eastcooperbaptist.com/events

361 Egypt Road • Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 • 843.856.3222

Worship
Engage in a Worship Service Weekly

Make a fundamental commitment to participate, 
engage in, and sing in a worship service each week.
eastcooperbaptist.com/worship

Groups
Connect in a Group Consistently
Getting connected in a group provides a place 
to grow in your relationship with Jesus and be 
encouraged to pursue Him. 
eastcooperbaptist.com/groups

Serve on a Team Monthly
We believe that every Christian needs tangible 
places to serve others. We have teams that  
serve the body on Sundays and the community  
on other days.
eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

Serve

Take a Class Routinely
Our classes are designed to help you grow in 
your understanding and ability to lead others.
eastcooperbaptist.com/classes

Classes


