Prayer? Sermon Notes.
Please list your prayer requests
with detailed information of

people in need. Thank you!

Speaker: Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
Message: Certainty, Fog, and Darkness

Text: John 9

In this passage Jesus heals a man born blind and shows
us the sorrow of uninformed thinking, the horror of
rejecting Christ, and the joy of walking in certainty.

1. The Disciples: from fog to understanding

“As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And

his disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘It
was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the
works of God might be displayed in him.” John 9:1-3

. The Parents: the fear of social alienation (a fog that
leads to darkness)

“The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight and asked them, ‘Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son
and that he was born blind. But how he now sees we

do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask
him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ (His parents
said these things because they feared the Jews, for the
Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess
Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.)
Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.”

John 9:18-23

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com

. The Pharisees

“They answered him, 'You were born in utter sin, and
would you teach us?’ And they cast him out.” John 9:34

“One reason why many people find Creative Evolution
so attractive is that it gives one much of the emotional
comfort of believing in God and none of the less pleasant
consequences. When you are feeling fit and the sun is
shining and you do not want to believe that the whole
universe is a mere mechanical dance of atoms, it is nice
to be able to think of this great mysterious Force rolling
on through the centuries and carrying you on its crest.
If, on the other hand, you want to do something rather
shabby, the Life-Force, being only a blind force, with no
morals and no mind, will never interfere with you like
that troublesome God we learned about when we were
children. The Life-Force is a sort of tame God. You can
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switch it on when you want, but it will not bother you. All
the thrills of religion and none of the cost. Is the Life-
Force the greatest achievement of wishful thinking the
world has yet seen?” C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

. The Blind Man: The joy of growing certainty

vs 11 - “the man called Jesus”
vs 17 - “He is a prophet”
vs 38 - “Lord, | believe”

(continued >>)

Sermon.

(continued)

(confessing that Jesus is the Son of Man or the long
anticipated One: eternally God and fully human)

“lesus said, ‘For judgment | came into this world, that
those who do not see may see, and those who see may
become blind.” John 9:39

QUESTIONS:

. How does knowing the Bible blow away the fog of

cultural thinking? (note the disciples #2)

. What do the parents of the healed man fear?

. What does Lewis mean when he says that “the Life-

Force is a sort of obtained God"? How does the attitude
of the Pharisees towards Jesus fit this model?

. What were some of the results in the life of the man

who had been healed? (mister no name)

encourage you to share encouraging pieces of the sermon or
worship service on social media.

D Your mobile devices are welcome! After the service, we
Tag ECBC using #ecbccharleston.

Listen to sermons online at eastcooperbaptist.com/sermons
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W Welcome.

- - » We're glad you are here to worship
] with us. If you are new to East
Cooper Baptist, we would love to
meet you. Please stop anyone with
a blue name-tag and let us answer
any questions you may have.

r EhERa s Thanks for being our guest.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Traditional Worship and Classes
Sanctuary 9:30am & 11:00am

Contemporary Worship and Classes
Worship Center 9:30am & 11:00am

Ways to Give.

Giving is part of our worship to God. Through
your faithful giving, God continues to change
lives here in our area and around the world.

Give in-person by dropping your giftin any
giving box located throughout the church.

CHURCH GOAL: $600,000

Starting in 1888, the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
was established to empower the international missions
efforts for Southern Baptists. Your giving enables
missionaries to be sent to make disciples and multiply
churches among unreached peoples and places for
the glory of God. 100% of your gifts to the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering support International Mission Board
(IMB) missionaries.

LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING"®
DECEMBER - JANUARY

100% CHURCH GOAL:

Give online by visiting our website at:
eastcooperbaptist.com/give.

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to
843-202-4848.

Get to Know.

DEVile

Preston

ELDER CHAIRMAN

David came to know Christ in 1994 after hearing
a sermon about the tragedy of not making Jesus
preeminent in your life. Hearing the words of
Colossians 1:18 changed his life. He has been
attending ECBC since 2002. Currently, David serves
on the Worship Team and Security Team. In his free
time, he enjoys spending time with his kids.

INFORMATION ON GIVING

The International Mission Board uses 100% of the gifts
given to Lottie Moon to send missionaries all over the
world. Our church goal is $600,000. You may give:

* ONLINE at eastcooperbaptist.com/lottiemoon

* BY GIVING BOX

» TEXT 843-202-4848: GIVE lottiemoon 50 (to give
$50.00)

You may check the progress of our offering online, too!
Questions, please email: finance@eastcooperbaptist.com
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Upcoming.

REFRESH 2023 CLASS

Every January we will be
offering Refresh. You will
have the opportunity
to hear an update on
our vision and goals
and specific teaching on
Spending Your Life Well.
This class will be offered at
both hours on Sundays and
on Wednesday evenings.

REGISTER ONLINE

MISSION TRIPS
INFO MEETING

Come and hear about
where we are sending
teams on short-term
trips this year! We will
share about available trip
opportunities and how
you can participate.
January 15 at 12:15pm
in room B214 & 215.

SEE YOU THERE.

WILD GAME BANQUET

Join us for this year's
Wild Game Banquet on
February 16 at 6:00pm!

This year's speaker is

retired American football
head coach, former player,
and television analyst
Mark Richt.

REGISTER ONLINE.

MOROCCO MISSION TRIP

Join the work of our
partners and their family
in North Africa. This team
will have the opportunity

to meet and share with
the locals. If you have any
medical background, part of
the time we will be helping
with a medical clinic.

APPLY ONLINE.

refresh

4 week series
beginning in January

eastcooperbaptist.com/refresh

2023
MISSION
TRIPS

INFO MEETING

GLOBALIMPACT

eastcooperbaptist.com/events

WILR GaME

mAND

eastcooperbaptist.com/events

MOROCCO

JUNE 2023

GLOBAL IMPACT

eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com
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Hello.

Please complete the perforated

section and take to the Welcome
Desk or place in any giving box
located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30am 11:00am

I am a first time guest

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

Mobile

Spouse Mobile

Email

Spouse Email

Preferred method of contact:

Call Text Email
Interested in the following:

Become a Christian
Join the Church
Meet with a Pastor

Subscribe to newsletter

Other



